
John Evelyn FRS  
31 October 1620 – 27 February 1706 
English Writer, Gardener and Diarist  

Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) 

Evelyn’s Diaries, written in the 
17th century and first 
published in 1818 have long 
been recognised as the most 
extensive and historically 
informative record of one of 
the most momentous periods 
in English history.  

Evelyn suggested a new street 
layout for the city after the Great 
Fire of London 1666. 

Evelyn was a Founding Member 
of The Royal Society, the oldest 
scientific academy in continuous 
existence. 

Sylva (1662) is recognised as one 
of the most influential texts 
on forestry and the first book 
published by The Royal Society. 

Evelyn’s garden at Sayes 
Court was one of the most 
influential gardens of its time. 
19th century attempts by 
Octavia Hill to save   Sayes Court 
Manor resulted in the 
foundation of The National Trust  

Evelyn’s Fumifugium (1661) is one 
of the earliest known works on air 
pollution covering the problem 
and proposed solution, to 
improve air in London.  

John Evelyn FRS would have been a welcome member of DeptfordFolk.  

We share his interests in trees, air quality and urban planning. 

Who was John Evelyn? 

Deptford Park, originally 
a market garden of the Evelyn 
Family estate, was renowned for 
its onions, celery and asparagus .  

evelyn200@deptfordfolk.org 
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